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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL EPISCOPAL SYNOD.
Dear Brothers in Christ,

For the 27thtime today, | have celebrated my anniversary Eucharigratitude
for the privilege bestowed upon me, to become a servant of the serv&us,ahd to
ask forgiveness for my many shortcomings and mistakes.

It is also atime of reflection about what mgnission is as 8ishop and theole |
mustplay in the performance of my dutieShis year this reflection takes a particular
significance at the light of the recent events.

We met last December in Camberley, and what was collectively decided there was
certainly just, according to the law, but was it in conformity with gpeitual guidelines
of compassion and love? Were we really guided by the Holy Spirit of Love?

Since thatmeeting, | feevery uncomfortable with the fact that | waardoned
for my mistakes,while my colleagues +Philimnd +Frank, whocommitted similar
offenses, were condemned, and their Congregations with them. To thisva@yjér if
a little moreunderstanding would not have been a pelitser towhat the Lord is
expecting from His bishops.

As we are collectively the government of our Church, and that we ¢tavgen
the Rt. Rev. lan Hooker as our Presiding Bishop, it is obvious that whatewkrebehe
does in oumame,and consequently weaustaccept collectively the responsibility for
the actions he has taken, even if we disagree with him.

If it is unpracticedfor all of us tobecome involved with the issues of tBeitch
Province, it is suitable to elect a Committee of Bishops to look at the matter, not so much
at the actions of our Presiding Bishop, but at the complete picture, including the wisdom
of the decisions we have takeollectively, and that have seriouslimited Bp. lan’s
chances to negotiate. Such review should look at the entire situatahofatis,and at
the wisdom of the mandate we have given to our Executive Officer.



In the little book, At the Feet of the Mastemany of us haveccepted to be a
good guidelinefor the conduct of oulives, it isrecommended that we ask ourselves if
the actions we are about to take are in agreement with what the Master would do. Even
if we are not part of the revie@ommittee, weshould ask ourselves, if the actions we
took in Camberley,and later through ourPresiding Bishop, were in agreememith
what our Master wanted. We should ask ourselves if we have truly acted as servants of
the servants of God. In this age of secularizatiorsamfial life, we may have let
regulations and personal opinions take a precedence ovespoiiual guidelines,
justice above love, authority over ministry, secular authority over divine inspiration. We
should also be ready to correct onistakes, if wethink we have acted toseverely, or
without enough compassion.

It is my sincere hope that the review of the situation by Gbenmittee,legally
requested by thenembers obur Synod,will looseits current personal character, and
focus more onthe needs of the people we aepected toministerand serve. Our
Congregations are the Church of the Lord, not the authority of the Bishopshoi/iel
see Him in them. fail to understand how we serve therd, or His flock, by depriving
Congregations from the Sacraments and from the Clergy dispensing them.

Seeing the consequences of our collective decisions, it may be in the best interest
of the Church, for us collectively, to re-evaluate the severity of the penalties imposed in
Camberley, and come tomaore peaceful, anoreequitable solution, that oser to the
teachings of pardon dalffenses, Agsoday’s scriptures sayhe Apostles were in one
place and of one spiritSuch unity was the conditidior the manifestation of th8pirit
on the day of Pentecosthe place we can be together atiye isour own heart, and
our united spirit is charity. Let us meet there...

| shall continue to prayfor the unity of our Church aarge,and for the unity
within our Synod. May we all be inspired by His Love, and @&yHoly Spirit descend
upon us.

Intra Nos Regnat lessu....

Ep Cath. Lib.



