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The Liberal 
C

atholic 
C

hurch 
draw

s 
the

central inspiration 
of 

its 
w

ork 
from

 
an

earnest faith in the living C
hrist. It holds

that 
the 

vitality 
of 

a 
church 

gains 
in

proportion as its m
em

bers not only revere
and 

w
orship 

a 
C

hrist 
w

ho 
lived 

tw
o

thousand 
years 

ago, 
but 

also 
strive 

to
affirm

 in their lives the eternal C
hrist of

w
hom

 St. John 
(V

III,58) 
speaks: 

"Before
A

braham
 w

as, I am
." It is the C

hrist w
ho

ever lives as a m
ighty spiritual presence

in the w
orld, guiding and sustaining H

is
people.
The Liberal C

atholic C
hurch accepts in the

plain, 
and 

literal 
sense 

the 
m

arvelous
prom

ise of C
hrist w

hen on earth: "Lo, I am
w

ith 
you 

alw
ay, 

even 
unto 

the
consum

m
ation of the age," 

(St. M
atthew

X
X

V
III,20).

A
nother prom

ise he gave: "W
here tw

o or
three are gathered together in m

y nam
e,

there am
 

I 
in 

the 
m

idst 
of 

them
" 

(St.
M

atthew
 X

V
III,20).

It regards these prom
ises as validating all

C
hristian w

orship, of w
hatever kind

, 
so

long as 
it 

be 
earnest 

and 
true. 

But 
it

further holds that w
hile the prom

ise of the
presence w

ith individual believers is thus
effective, our Lord also appointed certain
rites or sacram

ents, called 'm
ysteries' in

the 
Eastern 

C
hurch, 

for 
the 

greater
helping of his people, to be handed dow

n
in his C

hurch as special channels of his
pow

er 
and 

blessing. 
Through 

these
'm

eans of grace' he is ever present w
ithin

H
is 

C
hurch, 

giving 
to 

his 
people 

the
w

onderful 
privilege 

of 
fellow

ship 
and

C
om

m
union 

w
ith 

him
, 

guiding 
and

protecting them
 from

 birth to death
.
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The Liberal 
C

atholic 
C

hurch 
recognizes

seven 
fundam

ental sacram
ents, w

hich it
enum

erates 
as 

follow
s: 

Baptism
,

C
onfirm

ation, H
oly Eucharist, A

bsolution,
H

oly 
U

nction, 
H

oly 
M

atrim
ony, 

H
oly

O
rders. To 

ensure 
their 

efficacy 
to 

the
w

orshipper, it guards w
ith 

the 
greatest

care the adm
inistration of all sacram

ental
rites 

and 
has 

preserved 
an 

episcopal
succession w

hich is acknow
ledged as valid

throughout the w
hole of those C

hurches of
C

hristendom
 w

hich m
aintain the A

postolic
Succession of orders as a 

tenet 
of 

their
faith.
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Besides 
perpetuating 

these 
sacram

ental
rites, C

hrist's 
im

m
ediate 

follow
ers 

gave
forth to H

is C
hurch a body of teachings

and certain principles of ethics. M
uch of

this original teaching of the C
hrist has no

doubt 
been 

lost; 
som

e 
of 

it 
has 

been
obscured by 

the accretions of 
the 

ages.
W

hat rem
ains is a priceless heritage, to be

guarded w
ith loving care and reverence.

The LiberaI C
atholic C

hurch regards the
holy 

scriptures 
the 

creeds 
and 

the
traditions of the church as the m

eans b
y

w
hich the teachings of C

hrist have been
handed dow

n to his follow
ers. It does not

invest 
them

 
w

ith 
an 

idea 
of 

literal
infallibility-nor in view

 of their contents
and their historical career does it see how
any other church can logically do so. It
deduces from

 them
 certain principles of

belief 
and conduct, w

hich it regards 
as

fundam
ental, 

true 
and, 

w
hile 

not
exhaustive, sufficient as a basis of right
understanding and right conduct.

In 
the 

form
ulation 

of 
this 

body 
of

teachings and ethics The Liberal C
atholic

C
hurch takes w

hat in som
e respects is a

distinctive position am
ong the churches of

C
hristendom

. 
The 

C
hristian 

church 
has

alw
ays 

contained 
w

ithin 
itself 

different
schools 

of 
thought. 

The 
m

ed
ieval

schoolm
en w

ho system
atized theology in

the W
estern church follow

ed the m
ethod

of A
ristotle; but the earliest am

ong 
the

C
hurch Fathers of philosophic bent w

ere
Platonists, 

and 
The 

Liberal 
C

atholic
C

hurch, 
w

hile 
not 

undervaluing 
the

clarity 
and 

precision 
of 

the 
scholastic

theory, has m
uch in 

com
m

on 
w

ith 
the

Platonic 
and 

N
eo-Platonic 

schools 
of

C
hristian tradition. It holds that a theology

can 
justify 

itself 
and 

be 
of 

perm
anent

value only in so far as it partakes of the
character of total divine w

isdom
. That is to

say, 
that 

w
hile 

certain 
of 

its 
higher

teachings rem
ain 

w
ithin the category of

revelation, because they 
are far beyond

our 
grasp 

and 
attainm

ent, 
others 

less
rem

ote are capable of re-verification, and
even of developm

ent, by those w
ho have

unfolded w
ithin them

selves the necessary
spiritual faculties. M

an being 
in essence

divine 
can 

ultim
ately 

know
 

the 
D

eity
w

hose life he shares, and
, 

by 
grad

ually
unfolding 

through 
successive 

lives 
on

earth the divine pow
ers that are latent in

him
, 

can 
grow

 
into 

know
ledge 

and
m

astery of the universe, w
hich is all the

expression of that divine life. This m
ethod

of approach to divine truth is of ancient
usage. 

It 
finds 

com
plete 

justification 
in

scripture and has constantly appeared in
the religious 

thought 
of 

both 
East 

and
W

est denoting that both m
ysticism

 
and

eclectic 
philosophy 

are 
essential

ingredients of religion.



Thus, truth is recognized in all and any
universal religious experience, 

w
herever

it is to be found and under w
hatever outer

form
.
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The Liberal 
C

atholic 
C

hurch 
recognizes

and pays deep hom
age to the m

aternal
aspect of divinity, 

the 
m

other-nature 
of

G
od. The latter 

is 
looked 

upon 
as 

all-
pervad

ing, 
unfathom

able, 
d

ivine
m

ystery. It brings forth and nourishes all
created life. Its highest expression is the
W

orld M
other as represented by the H

oly
Lady 

M
ary 

w
hose 

tender 
care 

for 
all

w
om

en and children and for all w
ho suffer

supplem
ents the divine 

m
inistry of 

our
Lord Jesus C

hrist. This divine principle is
show

n forth on earth in the sanctity of life
and 

the 
m

ystery 
of 

birth 
and 

by 
the

sacrifice and love of hum
an m

otherhood
w

hich call forth our deepest reverence and
respect.
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W
ith m

en of old it is held that there are
three truths w

hich are absolute and w
hich

cannot be lost, for they are eternal in their
divine m

essage:
"The 

soul 
of 

m
an 

is 
im

m
ortal 

and 
its

future 
is 

the 
future 

of 
a 

thing 
w

hose
grow

th and splendor have no lim
it.

"The principle w
hich gives life dw

ells in
us 

and 
-w

ithout 
us, 

is 
und

ying, 
and

eternally beneficent, is not seen or heard
or felt, but is perceived by the m

an w
ho

desires perception.
"Each m

an is his ow
n absolute law

 giver,
the dispenser of glory or gloom

 to him
self,

the decreer of his 
life, 

his 
rew

ard, 
his

punishm
ent.

"These truths, w
hich are as great as life

itself, are as sim
ple as the sim

plest m
ind

of m
en. Feed the hungry w

ith them
."
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The Liberal C
atholic C

hurch believes that
there is a body of doctrine and m

ystical
experience 

com
m

on 
to 

all 
the 

great
religions of the w

orld and w
hich cannot be

claim
ed as the exclusive possession of any.

M
oving w

ithin the orbit 
of 

C
hristianity

and 
regarding 

itself 
as 

a 
distinctive

C
hristian church it nevertheless holds that

the other great religions of the w
orld are

also divinely inspired and that all proceed
from

 a com
m

on source, though different
religions 

stress 
different 

aspects 
of 

the
various teachings and som

e aspects m
ay

even 
tem

porarily 
be 

ignored. 
These

teachings, as facts in nature, rest on their
ow

n intrinsic m
erit. T

hey form
 that true

catholic faith w
hich is catholic because it is

the statem
ent of universal principles. W

ell
did St. A

ugustine say: "The identical thing
that w

e now
 call the 

C
hristian 

religion
existed am

ong the ancients and has not
been lacking from

 the beginnings of the
hum

an race until the com
ing of C

hrist in
the flesh, from

 w
hich m

om
ent on the true

religion, w
hich already existed, began to

be 
called 

C
hristian." 

(R
etract 

I. 
X

III,3).
A

nd the sam
e 

principle 
w

as 
in 

reality
involved in the w

ell-know
n declaration of

St. V
incent of Lerins: "That let us 

hold
w

hich everyw
here, alw

ays and by all has
been believed: for this is truly and rightly
catholic." 

The 
Liberal 

C
atholic 

C
hurch,

therefore, does not seek to convert people
from

 one religion to another.

T
H

E

B
A

S
IC

 T
E

N
E

T
S

O
F

  T
H

E

LIB
E

R
A

L

C
A

T
H

O
LIC

C
H

U
R

C
H

T
H

E
 LIB

E
R

A
L C

A
T

H
O

LIC
 C

H
U

R
C

H


