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A New Presiding Bishop

 The Rt. Rev. Maurice H. Warnon was
elected by a unanimous vote as the
successor of the Rt. Rev. Tom Dege-
naars on Aug. 15, 2005. He was born
in Uccle, Belgium on April 5, 1937,
and joined the Liberal Catholic Church
on Christmas Day, 1948, and was
received  as  a  Server the same day by
the Rt. Rev. Ernest W. Nyssens in the
Church of St John the Baptist in
Brussels. After graduating from the
Free University in Brussels, he met
Joan M. Poortman, the daughter of
the Rev. H. Ch.  Poortman,  the priest-

priest-in-charge of the Church of Saint Alban in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands. They were married
in that church on July 29, 1959. Drafted in the Belgian army during the Congo war, he served as
Navy Chaplain and as first-l ine medic. After the war, Joan and Maurice lived in Ommen, the
Netherlands, where he became a teacher at the international School “ Eerde”  located in the castle
where J. Krishnamurti organized the camps of the Order of the Star. The couple returned to
Belgium in 1964. Maurice was ordained to the priesthood by Bp. Augustus Goetmakers on All
Saints Day, 1965, and became Vicar General for Belgium, then a diocese of the Province of the
Netherlands and Belgium. He was elevated to the Episcopate on Whitsunday 1976 in Saint
Michael and All Angels, Naarden, the Netherlands by the Rt. Revs. Adriaan Herman van Brakel,
Augustus Willem Goetmakers, Willy de Rijk, Helenus Marinus Brandt, André Lhote, and Borge
Søgaard. He served as Diocesain for Belgium from 1977 to 1988. When in 1988, Belgium gained
the status of a province, Bp. Maurice served as Regionary. He became Bishop Commissary for
Canada the same year. As an international consultant in Computer Sciences and Communications,
he worked for a number of large corporations and organizations, such as NATO, the European
Union Government, and IMBRATEL in Brazil. Fluent in several languages, Bp. Maurice
combined his secular activities with the needs of the Church. He served as the representative of
Bp. Sten von Krusenstierna in Portugal, Italy, the Philippines, and as secretary of the Judiciary
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Committee for 14 years. In 1979, Joan and Bp. Maurice emigrated to the United States with their
three sons, Michael, Jean-Marc, and Jacques. When the Belgian and Canadian Provinces decided
to join the newly constituted General Episcopal Synod presided by Bp. Tom Degenaars, Bp.
Maurice resigned from the General Episcopal Synod presided by Bp. Ian Hooker, but not from
the Liberal Catholic Church, to remain with the members he had served for so many years. Since
2003, he has help to open a number of missions in Belarus, Cameroon, and Ukraine. He was
instrumental in the reunion of the new movement with other Liberal Catholic Branches and
provided Episcopal ministry to several Liberal Catholic Congregations in the United States of
America.

THE POWER OF THE NAME,
by M.H.W.

Not to us the glory, O Lord,
But to Thy most holy Name.

The Zohar

he coming of the new millennium coincides with the emergence of social equality. More
and more, values of the 19th and 20th centuries are revisited, even in the field of religion.
The unfortunate outcome of the Vatican II Roman Catholic Council, assembled with the

specific goal to work to the reunification of Christianity, ended up not only missing its prime
purpose, but losing centuries of valuable teachings and practices. Instead of eliminating
excommunication, which remains the largest issue separating the Roman Church from the other
Christian Churches, the Council decided to change the form of its liturgy.

Our Liberal Catholic Church is also undergoing serious changes to accommodate the needs
of our times. The greatest temptation is to fall into the trap of mistaking spirit and form, and to
believe that changing the Liturgy will change the spirit of our Church. Bishop James Ingall
Wedgwood is the author of our Liturgy. This fact is acknowledged by Bp. Leadbeater himself:
The services in this book are the work of our first Presiding Bishop, the Rt. Rev. James Ingall
Wedgwood, to whom the Liberal Catholic Church owes a debt of the deepest gratitude. (Preface of
the First and Second Editions.)

Bp. Wedgwood worked for three full years to prepare the first edition of our Liturgy, in
cooperation with Bp. Leadbeater. Three full years of research, of careful inclusion of ideas leading
to the most efficient channel for the energies and blessings of Our Lord, but also to include in it
the traditional values of the Christian Mysteries and Initiations he had received long before being
ordained in the Old Catholic Church, even before joining the Theosophical Society. Indeed, Bp.
Wedgwood had been familiar with the teaching of esoteric Christianity from a very young age,
and he took the time to include hidden keys, especially in the liturgy of the Holy Eucharist.
There are too many references to this esoteric tradition to be just a coincidence, too many hints
to be accidental.

T
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For the first eighty years of its existence, our Church has focused all its attention on the
effects of the services in the invisible realms. Very little was done to draw the attention of our
members to the precious gems hidden in the words of the Liturgy. Very few of them realize
today the powerful actions of the words, probably much more powerful than the gemstones
hidden in ray crosses, candlesticks, and altar stones.

Before we can hope to be in the position to change, and hopefully improve, on Bp.
Wedgwood’ s master work, we have to make sure we discover and understand the power of these
hidden keys, and know how to replace them with more suitable ones. In previous studies, I have
tried to bring some awareness of such vocabulary and its hidden meaning, which has been used
for centuries by those who knew its powers. They have, as did Bp. Wedgwood, worked to
transmit this knowledge to future generations.

We may believe that, in our century which begins with the emergence of the equality
between all the human beings, who are images created male and female in the likeness of the
Creator, an Invocation to an all male Trinity is obsolete. It would be, if such sexist Invocation
existed. The very first words of the Holy Eucharist: In the Name of the Father and the Son, and
the Holy Ghost, contain such a hidden key, preserved from the time of the early Church. The
sentence is so explicit, so obvious, and has been repeated so many times, that the key remains
perfectly hidden and invisible to most, while in plain view. And that is why the people don’ t
ask the obvious questions: “ Why don’ t we invoke the three Persons of the Holy Trinity
directly? Why do we invoke the Name and what is the Name?”

The answer to these questions concerning the Trinity and the Holy Name, although
present everywhere, remains veiled if we don’ t look for the key, which is the Ineffable Name,
the Tetragrammaton hvhj given to Moses, for its symbolic correspondences and elective
affinities. Bp. Jacques Bénigne Bossuet was right when he wrote that every created thing “ has an
intimate report and a secret affinity with God.”  The reading of the Holy Scriptures shows that
such affinity really exists, especially with regard to the Holy Trinity.

Affinity doesn’ t have its source in what is perceived from the created world. It doesn’ t
borrow from dogma, from rational notions of the Uncreated to assign them to one of the Persons
of the Holy Trinity. Far from such intellectual approach, it compares the Created and the
Uncreated in their mutual relationship. It feels, it tastes, more than searches, the affective
relationship between some objects, some symbols, and between the three Persons of the Holy
Trinity. It exposes their sometimes obvious and direct, sometimes subtle and hidden
“ parenthood,”  and such exposition occurs also in a triple progression (as the philosophical
analogy), but in the realm of the correspondences of Love.

To feel, to taste the affinity, is similar to “ tasting”  the counterpoints in a fugue. You need
a good ear, exercised and attentive. Soon such affinities will let us discover that the vestiges
hidden in the Created world are related to a theology of the Father, the appropriations — looking
for precision — to a theology of the Son, and the affinities themselves, to a theology of the Holy
Ghost.
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The Tetragammaton is as a signature to Moses. He received it at the beginning of his
calling, and applied it to the Torah, right from the beginning. He received it from the middle of the
Burning Bush -- the symbol of boundless Love. God presented Himself:  “ I am the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Ex. 3:6) and adds immediately for the children of Israel: hvhj. The
Hebrew alphabet consists only of consonants. The Holy and Ineffable Name of the Lord contains
the only three letters which can serve as consonants as well as vowels. These three letters are
named matres lectionis, because they assist the reading of the Holy Scriptures and are the only
vowels tolerated in the Torah. The only exception is the letter a (Aleph) which could be seen as
a swastika made of four letters j  (Jot), as a summary of the Tetragrammaton. The spelling and
grammar of the Ancient Testament should be considered with exercised and attentive care because
of the warning by Our Lord: For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. (Matt. 5:18)

The Cabbalists and those who wrote about this Name, have often erred on the attribution
of the three letters, of which one is repeated, by assigning v (Waw) to the Holy Spirit, instead of
the h (He), although they knew Elias, the prophet, whose name is made of two Names of God:
El - YHW and thus possessed a “ double share of the Spirit”  (2 Kings 2:9). This double share is
the one of the firstborn Son (Deut. 21:17), the Son who receives and sends back the Holy Spirit:
the two h (He). The four letters of the Tetragrammaton must thus be placed as follows:

In their static, passive and infertile sequence, as
used in the baptismal formula, the three Persons are hvj

(Yaweh). The secret is in the first h, not in the second, as
written by cabalists. This h, being ante-Verbum (before the
Word) can be written but not pronounced. It is inaudible as
the Father is invisible, and corresponds to the shevah of the
Hebraic grammar.

In Esdras’  time, after the captivity, the pronunciation of the Holy Name was already
lost. The replacement was Adonai (Lord), and sometimes Samaritan characters were substituted
to the square Hebrew alphabet. So began the disappearance of the Ineffable Name. It was later
replaced by four letters of the common alphabet as shown in the inscription at the foot of Jesus’
cross.

Many of the altars of Christian Churches,
Protestant and Catholic, still display today the
Ineffable Name by the disposition of four
candlesticks.  

Here again, the symbol is so obvious, that no questions are asked. But those who know,
who use the dynamic form of the Ineffable Name at the beginning of the Holy Eucharist, invoke
also and equally, the double aspects of the Spirit, the Eternal Feminine aspect of the Divine.

 
The “ taste”  of the Invocation allows them to feel the eternal rotation, the eternal “ wind”
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of Love blowing from the Father to the Son, and from the Son back to the Father, and this
reminds us of the perpetual motion of the waves at the surface of the Waters.

The Assyrians used the Ashuri cuneiform characters for their religious writings. Most of
it is still unknown to us, because words using these characters were written in the sand, thus
supposed to be erased after usage (remember the gesture of Jesus in John 8:3). As the traditional
square Hebrew characters derive from Ashuri, some of its peculiar practices have remained with
the Hebrew culture and came down to us. The Name, in these religious scriptures is the container
of principles, and at the same time the womb in which a mental concept is born and comes to
fruition. The first, unpronounceable h is the matrix of the Father, the Mother aspect; while the
second, is the matrix of the Son, the Daughter -- so well described by the Rev. van der Stok -- the
Bride, the two aspects traditionally represented by Our Lady and symbolized in the Old
Testament by Sarah and Rebecca. The divine archetype trickles down all the way to the world of
matter where it becomes the names of the four elements: Imayim Nor Ruach Isbashah (Water,
Fire, Breath and dry Earth).

The difference between hvhj, the Ineffable Name, and hvshj is very small. hvshj is
the true name of Jesus (pronounced correctly yeshooah in Aramean), not as the Hebrew Yassou,
nor the Greek iessous. When Bp. Wedgwood compiled our liturgy, he selected for the Liberal
Catholic Church the design of the traditional altar in which the disposition of the candlesticks
represents, not the Tetragrammaton, but the Name of the Savior, the Name of Our Lord, by
inserting the letter s between the two pairs of letters, symbolized by three candles or two
candles and a cross. The altar of the Father has become the altar of the Son.

And when our altar is lit again at the flames of a new
fire, on Holy Saturday, after the darkness of Good
Friday, the deacon brings back the s symbolized by
the triple candle, and places it right between the
candles symbolizing the four elements, for our eyes
to see: the descent of the triple Light of the Spirit
into the four elements of matter.

So, by the simple words of the Invocation, the
entire mystery of Redemption is replayed and put
into motion. When we begin to “ feel,”  to “ taste”
liturgy, we realize that our Founder, who
rediscovered the hidden keys in the Catholic
Tradition, hid them again in a modern setting for our
benefit, for us to rediscover.  

“ Why so many riddles?”  some may ask. Because God the Artist, God of our joy and
gladness, “ plays”  with and within His creation. Of course, these affinities are subtle, but He, in
His infinite Wisdom, knows why He proceeds in such manner (Mark 4:33-34). Our job is not to
put God’ s pedagogy in question, but to teach it.
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THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY
by the Rev. Johan van der Stok

A morning talk given on Aug. 7, 1956 in the Church of St. Michael and All Angels, Naarden, The
Netherlands. The Rev. van der Stok, following the recommendations by Bp. Wedgwood, developed
his natural gift of clairvoyance, and for many years observed and recorded the invisible events
occurring during the Liberal Catholic celebration of Christian Festivals

he subject of this little talk is again the mysteries and the powers of the great festival of
Our Lady, the festival of Her Assumption. We may approach these mysteries and
powers along different ways.

I have already spoken about two different ones, the first one using a system of three
functions and the other using five functions. The first one - the more conventional one in the
Christian faith - is based on the Form aspect in its widest meaning. These three functions are
celebrated by three festivals: Our Lady’ s Nativity (Sept. 8th), the Annunciation (March 25th)
and the Assumption (Aug. 15th). The first function comes to full bloom early September. We can
visualize its effect as the bud of a water lily floating in the waters of Space. This is the first
Divine Form, the prime condition for the creation of the universes that are and will come, which
are the hypostasis of the waters of Space.

The second Festival, in the first approach, is the Annunciation. The picture associated
with this festival is quite different; it is more detailed. By then, the bud has opened itself to the
light, it is unfolded, so the water lily shows the full beauty and glory of Form. It displays its
powers resting, floating on the surface of the waters of the deep seas resting on a bedrock of
living, virginal rock. It is dreaming in the air and growing towards heaven. So, the Divine Form
unfolds itself in three elements: the earth of the rock, the water of the seas, and the air of heaven.
This form is reflecting the structure of the Light towards which it is growing. The structure of the
leaves of the water lily reminds us of veins, a middle vein and its division in many veins oriented
towards the center of the leaves.

The three elements and the Form are challenging the divine Fire and the divine Light. The
challenge creates a divine stimulus, a divine incentive, a spurring motive. They create the
conditions for the first appearance of the masculine functions. The feminine energies are always
preceding the masculine manifestation, and without them no real vision, no creation is possible.
We walk in delusion when we give prominence to the masculine functions.

We have come to the festival of the Assumption. The consciousness in the flower is most
intense; it becomes, for the first time, aware of its surroundings. Around the time of the
Assumption, we may visualize the flower as completely dedicated to its surrounding, to the
elements, to the divine Fire and Light. It empties itself of all its energy in the urge to fulfill its
ambition to be consumed in the flame of total dedication. And a deepening of its depth occurs,
followed by a re-emergence from the Deep, even from what transcends the Deep, to accomplish a
perfect renewal and a glorification.

T
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After looking at the three functions systems, let us have a look at the system with the
five functions. The five functions are celebrated as follows: Our Lady’ s Nativity (Sep. 8th), the
Annunciation (Mar. 25th), Christmas (Dec. 25th), the Visitation (Jul. 2nd), and the Assumption
(Aug. 15th).

At the Nativity, we see a perfect little girl, the divine feminine Child with all the powers
of innocence, spontaneity, total openness and profound purity. She is the embodiment of the
Wisdom and the Glory in the Form. At the second festival, the Annunciation, she has become the
divine Bride; her call and attraction causes the manifestation of the Bridegroom. At Christmas,
she is the divine Mother bearing the divine boy-child. With the appearance of the Bambino, there
is a balance in every respect. At the Visitation, she has become the divine Mother, bountiful,
with a multitude of graces, a display of all the heavenly glories. Finally, at the Assumption, she is
the divine Mother of all the worlds, of all existence, of all beings even. In this last aspect, she is
enfolding the universe in the Depth of Her primordial Wisdom. By her action, she brings about a
fundamental renewal of Life, and transcends beauty.

Now we have arrived to the most complex, the most difficult approach of the feminine
functions. I do not pretend to provide a clear presentation for many of you. I will be approaching
these truths from a mystical point of view, and therefore will have to use my own language, as
the Occultists and the Scientists need to use a special language to express their thoughts. To
understand a mystical approach, you need to learn that special language.

Let us begin with the month of September and travel around the year of the twelve
months, and when we will arrive in August, we will have reviewed the twelve functions I want to
present.

In September we begin with the divine substances and the divine essences. The topic of
Form can impossibly be avoided, but it is to be seen only in a secondary fashion. When we look
at the system with three aspects, we see that the divine Form is prominent. In the next system
with five aspects, it is the personification of the divine Feminine Principle in the universe. Now
we look at a more complex, more essential and more real principle. There is nothing abstract in
this concept, and considering it as an abstraction is a loss of time and energy. The divine
background of September and its divine substance appear as virgin obsidian rock, violet and
pregnant with the Mystery. If we manage to visualize it, it will appear as the ultimate substance
of spontaneous creation. It is implacably, relentlessly pure. It teaches about the spontaneous
creation of Form, of transcending Perfection and Beauty as any true spontaneous creation must
be. We could see this aspect of a deeper foundation for the festival of the Nativity.

The background of October is still as pure as the one of September. It may perhaps be a
little milder, but still manifests the principle of spontaneous creation and it teaches us about the
spontaneous production of the crystal Light of the Spirit, instead of the teaching about the
transcendent beauty in Form and corporality.

When we arrive in November the background of it changes into an abyssal depth that
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flows as a clear spring. It is a spring of the clearest waters we can conceive, and it still has the
power of transcending creation, but also the wonders and glories of the Soul in its transcending
aspect.

We can only attempt to approach the background of December. The creative substance of
that month will appear to glow, if we compare it with the ones of the three previous months.
This divine glow is like the highest aspect of the shekina of the Kabbalist. It is the substance
from which the world of manifestation and existence will leap forth spontaneously. It is the
background of spontaneous creation of the divine Intelligence, but in its highest meaning.

When we arrive in the different atmosphere of January, we have considered the fourth
function, but now appears the function of Manifestation. It is the function of universal Life
pervading the entire universe and sustaining it; it is the domain of development, of manifestation,
so there is absolutely no relationship with the power of spontaneous creation present in the
background of the four previous months.

The Universal Life changes itself into the Waters of Life in February. A star is shining in
the air, in the sky above. We must consider air, water, and the star which is one of the symbols of
the development of the divine spirit. So, we see that the spontaneous Creation is not taking place
as the first movement in the process of the creation.

In March, it is as if we see only the seas. They appear more dense now and we see that
its waters create a jewel. It may help our imagination if we think of an opal with rich colors. The
teachings of this month are about the development of the Soul. I will not expand on the meaning
of the word “ soul” , although its mystical meaning is very different from its occult one. You will
understand the word if you consider it functionally, as I have tried to do it, one meaning after
another, one meaning calling for another, one demanding the next one.

In April, we have to think of the four horizons, ever widening; and of the surface of the
seas, the churning oceans as they are called, full of disturbances and in perpetual movement. But
forms of power and glory appear from the horizons. These are all feminine powers that are
gently and sweetly ordering all things, bringing about a magnificent glorious harmony in the world
of existence, by transmuting the disturbances into order. It is telling us of the development and
the growth of the mind. Growth is the key word: growth of the Spirit in February; the growth of
the Soul in March; and now in April, the growth of the Mind.

We have now to consider the last four months. They are different because the Mystery
filters through and penetrates the Spirit, the Soul, the Mind, and the Life of the whole
manifestation in four phases. The first phase takes place in May. A mysterious Ether, more
subtle than all the other elements, carries the fragrance of the deep Mystery. It is a unique
fragrance, it cannot reveal more at this stage. It raises the intelligence - it is not a matter of growth
anymore - and makes a close connection with the Mysteries of the Deep.

In June, the Mystery can filter through more fully. It gives a deeper power to the world
to approach the Ultimate Reality, which is the Mystery. We can only approach this Mystery by
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the Path of total dedication and of the spirit of Sacrifice.

July prepares us to enter in the most hidden Sanctuary. Its atmosphere is like magnetic
Will. It is the Will born in full, complete, self-consuming dedication. It is called Iccha in Sanskrit.
It is the power of Maha-Vidya in its highest meaning.

After the preparation is complete, in August, we penetrate the Mystery of the Flame, the
Form of the Absolute. The whole system, even the prime substance of September and October,
will be totally consumed by the Flame into a complete Assumption. There is the true renewal, a
transcendent glory, and happiness everywhere.

- - - o o o  0 o o o - - -

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH. HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE....

The Province of Belgium

The revival of the Congregation of Our Lady in Antwerp has made some progress. On
Trinity Sunday, two members, Christian van de Kerkhove and Yves Vandeberg, were admitted to
our Church, by the Sacrament of Confirmation. Mr. Eddy Doms, who represents our Church in
Antwerp has been ordained as Acolyte and has manifested his desire to enter in Major Orders.
The Rev. Ronald Engelse, the priest-in-charge of the new congregation was present for the
occasion. He and his wife Ietske travel once a month to Antwerp for the Theosophical Society.

Ariane Sauvenier has been ordained up to Exorcist. After her wedding, she has moved to
Brussels where she has received a scholarship to work at the National Observatory in Uccle.
Ariane has recently obtained a Master’ s degree in Mathematics, with a specialty in Astronomy.

Sylvie Hermant-Varda and Line Destemberg have been ordained to the Subdiaconate on
Trinity Sunday in the Chapel of Our Lady of Peace in Natoye, Church of St. Francis Rotterdam
(the Netherlands).

The Province of Cameroon

A group of  Catholics in Cameroon contacted our movement about one year ago, after
reading the pages of our web site on the internet, with the request to join. This very large
community is ministered by one single priest, the Rev. Laurent. An extensive correspondence
followed, during which the teachings of our movement, our Canon Law, and our Liturgy were
discussed. In April 2005, after consulting his congregation, the Rev. Laurent signed the Oath of
Canonical Obedience. The General Episcopal Synod, during its May 15, 2005, session, created
the new Liberal Catholic Province of Cameroon and appointed the Rt. Rev. Maurice Warnon as
its Bishop Commissary, as French is the national language in Cameroon. Bp. Warnon has
appointed the Rev. Laurent as the Vicar General of the new Province on May 22, 2005 and is
planning to visit Cameroon next fall.
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The Province of Canada

The members of the Canadian Province have held their annual General Assembly on June
4, 2005. They have elected their new national board. A new Provincial Constitution has been
presented for approval. The update was needed as our General Episcopal Synod has approved
the creation of two dioceses in the Canadian Province, an English speaking diocese and a French
speaking diocese, to accommodate the cultural and linguistic realities of Canada.

After an absence of six month, Mr. Reynoud Veerman has returned to Montreal and re-
opened the Chapel of St. Theresa. He was ordained to the subdiaconate by the Rt. Rev. Maurice
Warnon, Regionary Bishop, in the recently built Church of Our Lady, in Magog, Quebec, on June
19, 2005. The same day, Mrs. Diane Tremblay has been ordained up to the Order of Acolyte.

 The Province of France and French speaking Africa.

The Episcopal Consecration of the Rt. Rev. Francis Vinkler as
Auxiliary Bishop in the French Province of the Liberal
Catholic Church took place on the Festival of Whitsunday,
May 15, 2005 in the Saint Michael Cathedral Church, in Paris,
France. The Consecrators were The Rt. Revs. Christian
Schoch, Regionary for France, consecrator; François Seyfried
Auxiliary Bishop in France, Senior Assistant bishop and
Graham Wale, Regionary Bishop of Great Britain and Ireland,
Junior Assistant bishop

.The Province of the Netherlands

The announced double Episcopal Conse-
cration of the Revs. Peter Baaij and Evert
Sundien has taken place as scheduled on
May 16, 2005, in the Church of Saint
Gabriel in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in
the presence of hundreds of members from
many countries. The bishops presents were:
the Rt. Rev. Tom Degenaars, Presiding
Bishop; the Consecrator, the Rt. Rev. Frank
den Outer, and the Bishops Maurice
Warnon, Senior Assistant, and Sten-Bertil
Jakobson, Junior assistant. Also present was
Bp. Kai Jørgensen, the Regionary bishop for
Denmark.
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The church of Saint Gabriel was particularly well suited for a double Episcopal
consecration as it has two full size side altars. At the gospel side is the altar of Our Lady, and at
the epistle side, the altar of Saint Gabriel. The Church of Amsterdam was built specifically for
the celebration of the Liberal Catholic Rite, and is renowned for its painted windows. The
window above the main altar is a five-pointed star which has been used several times as
illustration for the Liberal Catholic magazine.

Bishop Peter, who served for many years as the
Rector of this church, chose to celebrate at the altar
of Our Lady.

Wisdom has built her house; She has hewn out its
seven pillars. And she says: I was there from eternity, from
the beginning, before the earth began. Before the oceans I
was already conceived. I was born before the springs were
abounding with water, Before the mountains were settled in
place. Before the hills were formed I was given birth, Before
He made the earth or its fields, or any of the dust of the
world. I was there when he set the heavens into place. When
he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep. When he
established the clouds above, and fixed securely the fountains
of the deep, When he prescribed the sea its limit so that the
waters would stay in its boundary, and when he marked out
the foundations of the earth, I was at his side always, filling
him with delight and rejoicing in his presence. Blessed are
those who listen to me, For whoever finds Me, finds Life.

                                               (Proverbs 9:1-10)

 Bishop Evert celebrated at the altar of Saint
Gabriel. The design of window behind that altar is
obviously inspired by the Emerald Table, the
famous hermetic text: “ That which is below is like
that which is above, and that which is above is like
that which is below, to accomplish the miracles of
One Thing.”

For many years, a graphic rendering of this window
was used as a cover for several European Liberal
Catholic magazines. Today it is still used by
Caritas, the magazine of the Belgian Province, and
Vision, of the Canadian Province.

“ I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God. I was sent
to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.”  
                                                                    (Luke 1:19)
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Every seat in the church was occupied for the ceremony. There could be no doubt that the
entire congregation was in full support of the election and the consecration of the two new
bishops and of the movement they represent within the Liberal Catholic Church. A reception in
honor of the new bishops was organized in the nearby school. Congratulations were presented
first by the representatives of the Dutch and Swedish congregations, and later by representatives
from Belgium, Canada, Denmark, England, Germany, and the United States of America.
Many photographs of this event may be seen on our Web site in the REMEMBERING section
of the http://TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org.

The Province of Sweden.

The Swedish region was happy to welcome its first female
deacon as Marianne Andersson Söderström (Church of St.
Francis, Narrowing) was ordained during the Mass held at
Capella Ecumenica, beautifully situated on the isle Vista
Gars Holmen in the Narrowing Archipelago, Sunday June
19th. It is a tradition for the LCC in Sweden to celebrate a
Sunday Mass in Capella Ecumenica every spring, and this
year was even more special since the chapel celebrates its
40th anniversary. Capella Ecumenica, used by all kinds of
Christian Churches, is a popular wedding church and a well-
visited sightseeing location. Marianne Andersson
Söderström is the first catholic woman in Sweden who
received an ordination.

Capella Ecumenica

Marianne Andersson Söderström is
the first Catholic woman in Sweden
who received an ordination.

Sister Carina Carlström

(from left to right)
Bishop Evert Sundien,

Deacon Marianne Andersson Söderström,
Regionary Bishop Sten-Bertil Jakobson,

and
Deacon Krister Fast.
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 The Province of Denmark

As a consequence of the Swedish decision to join, Denmark is now also a part of the new
movement within the Liberal Catholic Church. In Copenhagen we have for some time had servers,
who came from the Malmoe-Lund region in South Sweden, as the distance to Stockholm was
considerable. After the Swedes’  change of Episcopal Synod, Bp. Hooker exercised extreme
pressure on us. We had already, in the Danish Clerical Synod, made our point clear: we did not
intend to break the old ties between our two nations. Having “ lost”  Holland was painful enough.
When Bp. Hooker therefore, in the beginning of December 2004, placed the parish priest of
Copenhagen, Kenneth Christensen on the Inactive List, for refusing to bar the choir to our
Swedish friends, the Danish Clerical Synod at once and unanimously left Bp. Ian Hooker 1. Our
request to the late Presiding Bishop Tom Degenaars, to be numbered among his priests, was
written during an extraordinary clerical synod meeting, between Christmas 2004 and New Year
2005. It was accepted with warm feelings, as Bp. Tom was our previous and beloved Regionary
Bishop.

The two Jutland congregations supported the decisions of their priests, but unfortunately
parts of the Copenhagen church chose to remain faithful to Bishop Ian and the Rev. Bertil
Schreder of Gotemburg (Sweden), and a split of the congregation was therefore unavoidable. The
old Copenhagen Parish was reduced to almost nothing, and the new Copenhagen congregation,
the Church of the Holy Ghost, had to meet in exile in Lund, where Deacon Stefan Brauer and his
wife Eva Åkesson were the kind hosts for its activities all through winter and spring. During that
period one of the former priests of Copenhagen, Uffe Borjesen, returned to the active service.

1   Bp. Hooker as Presiding Bishop, was then Regionary ex officio for the Danish Province. Bp. Tom
Degenaars has since appointed Bp. Kai Jørgensen as Regionary Bishop for Denmark

In the end of May the
group triumphantly
returned to Copenha-
gen, and already on
the 5th of June (the
Danish National Day)
we witnessed a his-
torical subdeacon or-
dination of Natascha
Hoyer perfor-med by
the loving, new bis-
hop Evert Sundien.

The church was full to the last chair (24 persons) and the members had prepared a glorious lunch.
Soon after, on June 29, Bishop Evert returned to Denmark and on this day Natascha Hoyer was
ordained as a Deacon.
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The Province of the United States of America.

A new Provincial Constitution.

Our movement is now incorporated as a nonprofit organization under the name of the
Liberal Catholic Church in the United States of America. The application for non-taxable
organization is pending. Our movement operates under the Canon Law of the Liberal Catholic
Church, with the addition of a Provincial Constitution. This new Constitution established six
dioceses in the Province of the United States with the purpose to facilitate the Episcopal
ministry. This Provincial Constitution was approved by the General Episcopal Synod on May
15, 2005, and has taken effect immediately.

Consecration of an Auxiliary Bishop in Rio Rancho, NM

Bp. Lloyd Worley was consecrated to the Episcopacy as Auxiliary Bishop in the
American Province of the Liberal Catholic Church by the Rt. Revs. William S. H. Downey,
Regionary Bishop of the U.S.A., consecrator; Robert McGinnis, Auxiliary Bishop in the
American Province, Senior Assistant Bishop; Ruben Cabingting, Auxiliary Bishop in the
American Province, Junior Assistant Bishop; on Saturday, April 16, 2005 in the Church of Our
Lady Queen of Angels, 1701 Tulip NE - At Abrazo, Rio Rancho, NM 87124.

Photographs of the event are displayed in the REMEMBERING section of the
http://TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org web site.

Consecration of an Auxiliary Bishop in Middletown, NY

The consecration of the Rev. Michael J.
Warnon as Auxiliary Bishop in the United
States took place as scheduled on Saturday
July 23, 2005 at 10:00 a.m., in the United
Church of Christ, in Middletown, New
York, USA. (Picture of the left.) The
bishops participating in the ceremony were
the Rt. Revs. Maurice Warnon, consecrator,
Sten-Bertil Jakobson, Senior Assistant, Peter
Baaij, Junior Assistant, John Schwarz III,
and Evert Sundien.

Bp. Michael was born in Brussels, Belgium on June 13, 1960 and baptized as a Liberal
Catholic soon after, by his grandfather, the Rev. Henri Ch. Poortman, in the Church of St.
Michael and All the Angels in Naarden, the Netherlands. He began to serve at the altar at the age
of five and has worked actively for our Church since.
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He came to the United States in 1979 and soon after
graduating from the New York State University at New Paltz.
He met Andrea Deleon during a seminar at the Pumpkin
Hollow Theosophical Center, and they were married on June
20, 1992. They have three children: Sophia, Raphael, and
Jonathan. Bp. Michael is the Assistant Director at the Orange
County, NY Computer Dept. He was ordained to the
priesthood on June 28, 1987 in the Chapel of Our Lady,
Mother of the World in New Windsor, NY and served that
congregation ever since.

 

The various stages of this consecration may be seen in a series of about 80 photographs
on our Web site in the REMEMBERING section of the http://TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org.

Expansion of our movement in the USA.

More than twenty years ago, the Rt. Rev. John Schwartz III separated from the Liberal
Catholic Church and founded the Liberal Catholic Church - Theosophia Synod in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. The main reason for his decision was [already] the issue of the ordination of women.
As soon as our new movement came to life, Bp. John asked to join with the clergy under his
jurisdiction and several parishes.  

Bp. John was consecrated to the Episcopate in Toronto, Canada,
by the Rt. Rev. Ernest Whitfield Jackson on January 10, 1982 who
had himself been consecrated by Bps. James I. Wedgwood and
Frank W. Pigott in London in 1946. Bp. John was admitted as a
full member of our Episcopal Synod on May 15, 2005 and
appointed as Diocesan Bishop for the Southern Diocese in the
United States of America. As such, he remains the Ordinary of the
parishes he served for many years.

Church of Saint Raphael, Orlando, FL.

By the Grace of God, the intercession of the Holy Lady Guadalupe, and the concern and
generosity of our members and friends, St. Raphael Archangel, Orlando Sanctuary now has a new
roof. We are deeply appreciative to all who contributed to this effort, participating in our yard
sales, making donations, and especially to those whose extra donations made this project a reality
(You know who you are), and so does the Lord, may He richly Bless You for your much needed
help. We remember all of our benefactors in our Prayers and Holy Masses.

The Rev. William M. Delahunt
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Church of Saint Francis, Minneapolis, MN.

We have continued to hold weekly Eucharist services. We continue to hold monthly
services of Our Lady’ s Rosary of the Seven Rays on the first Saturday of the month. Our
quarterly vegetarian potluck was held on Sunday, August 28.

The Rev. Lee Dunn traveled to New York and participated as thurifer during the
consecration of Bishop Michael Warnon in July. Lee also served as Deacon for the following
day’ s Eucharist by the new bishop at Our Lady, Mother of the World in Rock Tavern.

Judie Cilcain, Subdeacon, traveling through Wisconsin, served two times on Rev. Zick’ s
altar at the Church of Saint Sophia in July, first at a private Wednesday morning service on July
6 and then at the regular Sunday service on July 17.

Our new friends Charlie Wood and Judy Andrews have helped greatly with lawn care,
yard work, and flowers; we are grateful for both their presences and their help.

Mission of the Holy Sophia, Stockholm, WI.

The Shorter Form of the Holy Eucharist is celebrated in St. Sophia the first and third
Sundays of each month, and we have discussion/study groups on most other Sundays at the same
time (10:00 a.m.). This has developed a fixed time and day of the week for people to come. I will
expand to one night a week for discussion/study groups in the winter as many people work
Sunday morning and seem too busy to come.

We currently have about 20 interested people with about 10-15 at Sunday Mass or study
groups. We have been studying symbolism, secular and altar, and the place of symbolism in
modern society.

We have started reviewing the liturgy line by line to understand the symbolism and
mystical significance. The group is a good one, works well together, and we have wide-ranging
talks about all subjects. It is amazing the way a cohesive group of like-minded people came out of
the woodwork to do this.

Midge Bolt, one of our parishioners, has joined the altar staff as a server; she has
undergone the admission of a server ceremony, as well as the admission to the LCC. We are now
having people who desire to do so sign applications for membership and will have more new
members within a month or so. At that time we will form an official vestry and be on our way to
becoming a “ real”  church.

We have one organist who plays each week and another who is interested and can fill in as
needed. Once we have another server, so we have one when the first is on vacation, we will be all
set.
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The stained glass window commissioned by one of our people is being built in
Minneapolis at a very good stained glass studio. It is a beautiful design with trumpeter swans,
flowing water, trees, sun, leaves, and an urban scene for contrast. The man who designed the
window is the nephew of the biologist who saved the trumpeter swans from extinction in the
1960s. It is intended to show the unity of all creation.

The Rev. Wally Zick.

St. Raphael’ s Mission, Montrose, NY.

The Rev. Edouard Fagan, who has been attending for many years the Liberal Catholic
Services in the former Parish of Saint Michael and All Angels in New York City, and later in the
Church of Our Lady, Mother of the World in Rock Tavern, NY had been ordained to the
priesthood in another branch of the Catholic Church more than a decade ago. He has offered his
services and has joined our movement. The Rev. Fagan was reordained sub conditione by Bp.
Maurice Warnon on Aug. 23, 2005.

The Rev. Edouard and his wife Sydel will open their house for the celebration of regular
services in Montrose, NY on the fourth Sunday of every month at 11:00 a.m., beginning on Sep.
25, 2005. The Rev. Fagan has been appointed as priest-in-charge of the new Mission.

Church of Our Lady, Mother of the World, Rock Tavern, NY.

The services in our Church have been celebrated every Sunday. The major activity of the
members was the preparations for the Episcopal Consecration of Bp. Michael and hosting
visitors. Early June we had the visit of the Rev. Eric Archambault, priest-in-charge of Our Lady
in Magog, Quebec, Canada, and his wife Diane who has received recently Minor Orders to assist
her husband.

At the beginning of July, our Parish received the visit of two members from the
Netherlands, Mrs. Lucie Bouma and Kristie van Roggen, from St. Michael in Naarden,
vacationing in our area. The Rev. Christian Golaire, priest-in-charge of Our Lady of Good Hope
in Brussels also paid us a short visit during his vacation in New York City.

ALBANUS Press.

In addition to the new edition of the General Constitution and Code of Canons of the
Liberal Catholic Church, reflecting the decisions of the Meeting of the 2004 General Episcopal
Synod, several new works have been added to the catalog. For the moment, the publication of
liturgical booklets for the congregations has received priority. The success obtained by the
publication of Bp. Cooper’ s THE CEREMONIES OF THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC RITE
(Blue Book) on CD-ROM a few years ago has encouraged us to continue to publish other works
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on this media. The major advantages of this publication technique are its very low cost, its small
storage requirements, and its durability. Now available in English are Bp. Leadbeater’ s THE
SCIENCE OF THE SACRAMENTS and Bp. Wedgwood’ s, THE LARGER MEANING OF
RELIGION. Other classical Liberal Catholic works are scheduled to appear next season.

Congregations and members of the LCC may request the opening of a customer account,
and obtain a special discount. ALBANUS accepts VISA and MasterCard; sorry other cards
cannot be used. Our publishing house is owned by the Belgian Province of the LCC since 1988
and the volunteers who operate it are not compensated.

The series of lectures given by Bp. Wedgwood in Naarden, in the Summer of 1927 to
newly ordained priests of the Liberal Catholic Church have known several editions.  In most
cases, the text has been truncated or altered to accommodate with the personal opinion of the
publisher or the orientation of Church authority.  ALBANUS has prepared a new edition
compiled with the notes conserved in the Church of Saint Michael and All Angels where these
talks were given, under the title: TALKS TO THE CLERGY.  The Dutch translation of these
talks was published recently by the St Gabriel publishing House in Aalmere, the Netherlands.
This translation may be ordered directly to St. Gabriel or on line by ALBANUS.  The French
translation will be published also by ALBANUS early October.  These talks are still today an
irreplaceable source of information on the spiritual   

Orders can be placed at: http://kingsgarden.org/ALBANUS

The Liberal Catholic Church in cyberspace.

The number of visitors to our web site has increased substantially since its expansion to
represent the Liberal Catholic movements without distinction of jurisdiction. It lists now all the
places of worship where the Liberal Catholic Rite is celebrated, at least those places from which
information is available.

A new section has been added to the main menu, named REMEMBERING. It gives
access to reports about important and recent events in our Church. Many photographs of these
events are available for viewing on your screen. It is our intention to create a photographical
archive of the important moments of the history of the Liberal Catholic Church.

- - - o o o  0 o o o - - -
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THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Parish of Saint Francis
3201 Pleasant Ave South
Minneapolis MN 55408

Rector: The Rev. Richard W. Curney
1-612-823-4276

Email:
lcc.minneapolis@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

Parish of Saint Raphael, Archangel
2714 East 15th Street,
Tulsa, OK 74104
Rector: The RT. Rev. John Schwarz III

1-918-749-3580
Email:
lcc.tulsa@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

Mission of the Holy Sophia
PO Box 3
Stockholm, WI 54769
Priest-in-charge:  The Rev. Wallace Zick

1-715-442-2519
Email:
lcc.stockholm@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

Parish of Our Lady, Mother of the World
King’ s Garden
460 Station Road
Rock Tavern, NY 12575
Rector: The Rev. Michael Warnon

1-845-496-4344
Email:
lcc.newwindsor@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

Parish of Saint Raphael, Archangel
1606 New York Avenue
Orlando, FL 32803
Rector: The Rev. William M. Delahunt

1-845-496-4344
Email:
lcc.orlando@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

Saint Raphael’ s Mission
211 Coachlight Square,
Montrose-on-Hudson, NY
Priest-in-charge:  The Rev. Edward Fagan

1-914-749-3580
Email:
lcc.montrose@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

- - - o o o  0 o o o - - -
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THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH
GENERAL INFORMATION

WORLD HEADQUARTERS

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH
27 Old Gloucester St
London WC1N 3XX
UNITED KINGDOM
Email:
LCC@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

SOUTHERN DIOCESE

The Rt. Rev. John R. Schwarz III
2714 East 15th Street
Tulsa, OK 74104
Email:
lcc.tulsa@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

LCC PUBLISHING HOUSE
ALBANUS
“ Shanti”
Rue de Spontin, 14
B-5360 Natoye-Hamois
BELGIUM
http://TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org/ALBANUS

PRESIDENT & REGIONARY BISHOP

The Rt. Rev. Maurice Warnon
“ King’ s Garden”
460 Station Road
Rock Tavern, NY 12575
Email:
presiding.bishop@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.

NORTHEAST DIOCESE

The RT. Rev. Michael Warnon
Genung Street
Middletown, NY 10940
Email:
lcc.newwindsor@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC WEB SITE

http://TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org/
Email:
lcc.usa@TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org

A LIBERAL CATHOLIC E-MAGAZINE
http://www.lcc.cc/ecem/
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