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IN MEMORIAM

The Rt. Rev. Tom Degenaargpast
away quietly in Arnhemon June
14, 2005 at 1:55 local time, after
sufferingbriefly from pneumonia
He wasborn on Octoberl0, 1921,
andbelongedto thatfirst genera-
tion of Liberal Catholicsworkers
who contributedto the develop-
ment of our Church. A world
traveler,he helpedmany congre-
gationto cometo life, not only in /
his country, but as far as Indone- “7F
sia,thePhilippines,andCongo

He was consecratedas a Liberal Catholic bishop on Aug. 8, 1982, in Hjgarring,
Denmarkby the Bishops:BargeS@GAARD, Lennartlvar Victor SODERSTROMAumMo
Kalervo ARTEMAA, Adriaan Hermanvan BRAKEL, Willy de RIJK, Ludovicus Carol
Elise van HOOGENHUYZE,and Rudolf Leopold HAMMER, as Auxiliary Bishop for
Denmark,Norway,andlceland.

He becameBishop Commissaryfor the Philippineson 18 May 1984 and Regionary
Bishopfor Denmark,Norwayandicelandon 12 Apr. 1984.He retiredassuchin 1997,
andcameout of retiremento becomehefirst PresidingBishop of our movementon
9 Jun.2003.

Bp. Degenaarsvas an early supporterof the admissionof women into the Holy
Orders,and promotedthe ideaamongthe membersof the GeneralEpiscopalSynod.
It is only whenthelasthopefor the ordinationof womenwaslost that he resignedas
a memberof thatSynodandbecameoneof the foundersof our movement.

His lastpublic appearancerasat the doubleEpiscopalconsecrationn Amsterdamon
May 16, whenhe laid handson the new bishops:the Rt. Revs. PeterOlaf BAAIJ and
AndersEvert SUNDIEN.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTESon Bp. Tom Degenaars,
Compiledby Christina Covelli.

June2005,+Tom was PresidingBishop of the Liberal Catholic Church.A priest

since October 1955, +Tom servedas Vicar Generalfor Norway (1967-71) and
Indonesig1978-79).He joinedtheLiberal Catholiclnstituteof Study conferenceat Ojai in
198landtenyearslaterbecamat InternationaDirector.

Our beloved+Tom Degenaarsvasbornin 1921.At the time of his passingon 14

+Tom was consecratedbishopon 8 August 1982 and servedas RegionaryBishop
for Norway, Denmark,andIcelandfrom 1984to 1996.He becamePresidingBishopon 9
June2003.

Bishop Tom was a championof equalroles and rights for women in Christian
churches.He also wanted to build bridges between people of various beliefs. He
sometimegeferredto himselfasa christosophist(a word usedin Swedensome50 years
ago).An avid linguist, +Tom celebratedhe Massin eightdifferentlanguages.

Tom joined the TheosophicaBocietyin 1949. He was the editor of the TS youth
magazineEnthousiasme/Lotoffom 1951 to 1971. He becamea Knight Errantin the
Order of the Round Table in 1971. In Arusha (Tanzania 1976), Tom established
Theosophical.odge Meru. The following year, he officiated as priestin the blessingof
thenew14-story Managementnstitute (on a sunnyMarch Sunday,as he liked to recall).
Tom servedas GeneralSecretaryof the TheosophicalSocietyin Norway from 1981 to
1984. Tomwasalsoa memberof Co-Freemasonitodge Odin in Copenhagefrom 1993
until 1997.

As a memberof the Royal EastIindian Army, Tom becameone of its youngest
corporalsn Nov. 1939.He was capturedby the Japaneseluring world war Il, and spent
four yearsin numerousardlabourPOW camps.In spite of this hardshp, Tom wasable
to forgive his tormentors.One bright spot during this time was that he was able to
engagen variousscoutingactivities,havingbeena SeaScoutandRoversincel937.

+Tom graduatedrom Delft University (M Sc.)in 1951. He beganhis careeras a
railway engineerin northernNorway. He and his family lived in a log cabin nearthe
Arctic Circle beforemoving to the Oslo areain Nov. 1957. Therehe workedon the Oslo
CentralStationprojectuntil his retirementin Nov. 1988.

From1972to 1979, Tom servedasa United Nationsmanagemerdvisenn eastern
Africa andIindonesialecturing,conductingseminarsandpublishingmanualsUntil 1987,
hewasa consultanfor a containerterminalnetworkin Zaireand otherareasof southern
Africa. It is during theseyearsthat he helpedwith the establishmenbf the Liberal
CatholicChurchin Zaire.

After the passingof Ingeborg, Tom movedto Swedenin 1992 and later to the
Netherlandsn 1997.Therehe becameae-acquainteavith ElisabethJanssenywvhom he had
metsomefifty yearsearlier.Elisabethbecamehisloving helperandfriend.
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Tomis survivedby Elisabethhis brother his four childrenandgrandchildren
You could say ‘good-bye’ or ‘bon voyage’to Tom in the different languagese
knew.

---000 0oo00---

SOME THOUGHT ON MY EXPERIENCES AS A DEACON
by Joan Warnon

I t wasfor mea very specialEager SeasonFor the first time, | wasableto function
asadeacorduringthe Holy weekservicesandat the EasterfSundayMass.

| havebeena memberof the Liberal Catholic Churchsince my birth, as my
Fatherwasa priestandmy motherthe organistat the St. Alban Parishin Leeuwarden,
the Netherlandswerewe lived for morethan 20 years.During my student’syears,|
often attendedthe servicesat Saint Michael’'s and All Angels,in Naarden,and met
therewith many well known priestsand bishops:from the Rev JaapKouwe Sr. to
bishop AugustusGoetmakershishop FransBrandt Sr, and later bishop Matrijn, his
son,and manyvisiting priestsand clergy aswell, who madethe pilgrimageto this
Church,establishedby our foundingBishop,Jamedngall Wedgwood.

From my childhoodtime, | remembetrthe study of my Father,wherea small
altar was installed behinda curtain in a kind of alcove, and where, especiallyin
wartime,hewould celebrateandgive healingservices.

At thattime, therewasno questionfor girls to work at the altar, thoughboth
my brothersdid and becamepriests.Later, | camevery interestedin the talks and
studiesby the Rev.Prof. Van der Stok. who stressedhe importanceof the activerole
of the congregationl becamepretty muchreconciledwith the idea of working as a
member.

During the ordinationand later the consecratiorof Maurice, | felt very much
part of the ceremoniesThe samehappenedvhen my three sonswent throughthe
Holy Ordersandwhentwo of thembecamePriests.

It wasonly whenl felt thatMauricestartedto needhelp,andalsobecaus®f his
frailer health,that| decidedl would beginto serveandto help him whennecessary.
So,whenthe possibilityopenedor womento receivethe Holy Orders,| wantedvery
muchto be ableto work closeto him.

This Easterweek, as a deacon,l was offered the marvelousopportunity to
participatein the ceremonien Maundy Thursday,Good Friday and Holy Saturday
morning.Thursdayevening, wasallowedto performthe SolemnBenediction,a first
for me as Deacon,becausdts celebrationby a deaconhad beenapprovedby our
GeneraEpiscopalSynodin 2004.
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It wasan awesomeexperienceandin a way | felt asif | just picked up a very
ancientpattern long forgotten,but now broughtbackfrom oblivion.

Then, on Good Friday, | carriedthe crossbackto the altar with the ancient
Trisagionformula of worship:“Holy art Thou,O God!”. It all felt soright andin a
way very familiar, and it filled me with a senseof marvel and wonder. Then, on
Saturday] carriedthetriple light, lit the PascalCandleandreadthe Gospel.of John.

Sundayfinally, my sonofferedto celebrateasthe subdeacorsol couldlive the
deacorexperiencen a “three personsservice.”

Amazingly,| didn’t feelthat | wasworking with my husbandand my son, but
ratherthat we were “brothers” working for the samelLord. It wasvery temptingto
do this work by imagining that| was a male priest, especiallyas ancientmemory
arosein meof havingdonethislong before.Also, | hadseenit celebratedor so many
yearsby peoplel loved and were very closetoo, that it would have beeneasyto
imitatethemandput myselfin their place.But | resistedthat desire,as| felt thatasa
deacon alsorepresentethe morefeminine aspectof the Priest. Suddenly,| felt the
wondrousandtenderinfluenceof our Lady, the GreatMother, pulsingthroughme. |
wasableto performtherestof theservicein that energy,alsoduring the distribution
of the Holy Communionwhen| could shae the powerof my new function with the
memberf our community.lt wasa beautifulandholy experienceso difficult to put
into words,but notlessmovingandsacred.

| wantto sharethis experiencewith you, thinking of the future, knowing that
notmany,if any,womenhavehadthis experienceyet. | alsorealizethatthereis still
hesitationin our Church,for menandfor womenalike. | justwantto confirm that my
experienceas theway of the Churchfor thefuture.l knowthatit is andfeelsright. For
thosewho haveknown my father,the Rev. Hans Poortman,it may not be amazing
thatl felt him very close,that he was helping; and otherfriends membersof clergy |
haveknown andadmiredin their work, did aswell. And it felt asif the Mother and
Her Holy Sonweresmiling at me,andwerevery interestedn whatwastakingplace.

But asfor me | felt absolutelyat the right place.l was“the right personat the
right place” and at that moment,| wasn'’t feeling asa woman;| was just a human
being sharing the Love and Powerof Christthroughthe Holy Sacramentsasit has
beendonefor 2000years.

| hopein a nottoo distantfutureto reachPriesthoodandbe ableto helpin the

Work of Our Lord Christwith all my soulandmind andheart,evenif my ageand my
kneesgive mea hardtime to keepup with thekneelingandgenuflecting!

---o000 0ooo0---
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NEWSFROM OURCHURCH. HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE....

The Provinceof Belgium

The revival of the Congregationof Our Lady in Antwerp has made some
progress. On Trinity Sunday,two members,Christian van de Kerkhove en Yves
Vandeberg, havebeenadmittedto our Church, by the Sacramenof Confirmation.
Mr. Eddy Doms,who representsur Churchin Antwerphasbeenordainedas Acolyte
andhasmanifestechis desireto enterin the Major Orders.The Rev. RonaldEngelse,
the priest-in-chargef thenewcongregatiorwaspresenfor theoccasions.

Ariane Sauveniehasbeenordainedup to Exorcist. After her wedding,shehas
movedto Brusselswhere she has receiveda schdarship to work at the National
Observatoryn Uccle. Ariane hasrecentlyobtaineda Masterdegreein Mathematics,
with a specialtyin Astronomy.

Sylvie Hermant-Vardaen Line Destemberghave been ordained to the
Subdiaconateon Trinity Sundayin the Chapelof Our Lady of peacein Natoye.
Churchof St. FrancisRotterdam(the Netherlands) He andhis wife letsketravel once
a monthto Antwerp for the TheosophicaBociety. Although his offer is promising,
thereis still muchwork to do to achievethe celebrationof regularservices. The most
difficult partof the projectis to find suitablepremises.

The Provinceof Cameroon

A groupof formerRomanCatholicsin Cameroorhascontactedour movement
aboutoneyearago, after readingthe pagesof our web site on the internet,with the
requestto join. This very large communityis ministeredby one single priest, the
Rev. Laurent. An extensivecorrespondenc®llowed, during which the teachingsof
our movementour CanonLaw andour Liturgy werediscusged. In April 2005, after
consulting his congregation,the Rev. Laurent signed the Oath of Canonical
Obedience.The GeneraEpiscopalSynod,duringits May 15, 2005 sessiongcreatedthe
new Liberal Catholic Province of Cameroonand appointedthe Rt. Rev. Maurice
Warnonasits Bishop Commissaryas Frenchis the nationallanguagan Cameroon.
Bp. Warnonhasappointedhe Rev. Laurentasthe Vicar Generalof the new Province
on May 22,2005andis planningto visit CameroomextFall.

The Provinceof Canacdh

The membersof the CanadianProvince have held their annual General
Assemblyon June 4, 2005. They have electedtheir new national board. A new
Provincial Constitutionhasbeenpresentedor approval. The updatewas neededas
our General Episcopal Synod has approvedthe creation of two diocesesin the
Canadian Province, an English speaking and a French speaking dioceses, to
accommodatgvith the culturalandlinguistic realitiesof Canada.

After anabsenc®f six month,Mr. Reynoudveermanhasreturna to Montreal
andre-openedhe Chapelof St. Theresa.He was ordainedto the subdiaconatdy the
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Rt. Rev.MauriceWarnon,RegionaryBishop,in therecentlybuilt Churchof Our Lady,
in Magog, Quebecpon Junel9, 2005. The sameday, Mrs Diane Tremblay hasbeen

ordainedupto the Orderof Acolyte.

The Provinceof the Netherlands

The announced double Episcopal
Consecrationof the Revs. Peter Baaij
and Evert Sundienhas taken place as
scheduledon May 16, 2005 in the
Churchof SaintGabrielin Amsterdan,
the Netherlands,in the presenceof
hundreds of members from many
countries.The bishops presentswere:
the Rt. Rev. Tom DegenaarsPresiding
Bishop; the Consecrator,the Rt. Rev.
Frank den Outer, and the Bishops
Maurice Warnon,Senior Assistant,and
Sten-Bertil Jakobson,Junior assistant.
Also presentswas Bp. Kai Jgrgensen,
the Regionary bishop for Denmark.

Thechurchof St Gabrielwas particularly well
suitedfor a doubleEpiscopalconsecrationss
it hastwo full sizesidealtars. At the gospel
sideis the altarof Our Lady, andat the epistle
side,the altarof SaintGabriel.

The Church of Saint Gabriel was built
specifically for the celebrationof the Liberal
Catholic Rite, and is known for its painted
windows. The window abovethe main altar
is a five pointed star which has been used
severaltimes as illustration for the Liberal
Catholicmagazine.

BishopPeterwho, manyyearswasthe Rector
of this church,chooseto celebrateat the altar
of Our Lady.

The Newsletter of the Liberal Catholic Church in the United States of America

Summer 2005

6 Pag:



Bishop Evert worked at the altar of Saint
Gabriel. The design of window behind that
altar is obviously inspired by the Emerald
Table,thefamoushermetictext: “ That which
is belowis like that whichis above,and that
whichis aboveis like that whichis below,to

accomplisithe miraclesof OneThing'.

For many years,a graphic renderingof this

window was used as a cover for several
EuropearLiberal Catholic magazines.Today
it is still usedby Caritas, the magazineof the

BelgianProvince,andVision, of the Canadian
Province.

“ | am Gabriel, who standin the presenceof
God.l wassentto speakto you, and to bring
you this goodnews.” (Luke 1:19)

Everyseatn the churchwasoccupiedfor theceremony.Therecouldbe no doubtthat
theentirecongregatiorwasin full supportof the electionandthe consecratiorof the
two new bishops,and of the movementthey representwvithin the Liberal Catholic

Church.

A receptionin honor of the new bishopswas organizedin the nearby school.
Congratulationsverepresengdfirst by therepresentativesf the Dutch and Swedish
congregations,and later by representativesfrom Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
England,Germany andthe United Statesof America.

The Provinceof Sweden.

Marianne Andersson-Soders
trom and Carina Carlstrdm

have both receivedthe Order
of subdeaconfrom Bp. Sten-
Bertil J&kobson the Regionary
for Sweda.

In a letter to a friend, Carina
said:

My friends haveaskedme how |
felt at thetime,andhonestly don't
knowwhatto reply. It wasgrand,
of course, and truly humbling...
but it will take a while before |
realizeall theway into the depths
of myheartthatit is really true’

The Newsletter of the Liberal Catholic Church in the United States of America

Summer 2005

7 Pag1



The Provinceof the United Statesof America

Theconsecratiof the Rev.MichaelJ.Warnonas
Auxiliary Bishopfor Canadaandthe northeasof

the United Statesis scheduledtake place on

Saturdayduly 23,2005 at 10:00a.m.,in the United
= Church of Christ, in Middletown, New York,

. USA. (Pictureof theleft).

At this pointof time, five bishopswill attendthis
importantevent An informal receptionwill be
heldin the hall of the churchafterthe ceremony.
Pleaselet the organizers know if you plan to

attend at <Icc.usa@kingsgarden.org:Maps and
directions can be found on our web site
http://TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org by clicking

ontheicon: COMING EVENTS.

Church of SaintFrancis, Minneapolis, MN.

SundayEucharistservicesandOur Lady’s Rosaryof the SevenRayson the first
Saturdayof eachmonth continueto have been held. The traditional Holy Week
servicesvereall conductedvith a goodEasterturnout.

On Sunday,April 24, Bishop Maurice, assistedby Rev. Curney as master of
ceremoniesRkRev.Wallaceasthurifer,andRev.Joanascrosierbearerconfirmedserver
Shawn Thorson; raised Cleric Jodi Christensonto Doorkeeperand Reader;raised
ReaderJudieCilcain to Exorcist, Acolyte, and Subdeaconand raisedSubdeacoree
Dunnto Deacon. The congregatiorheld a vegetariarpotluck following the service,
andthenBishop Maurice held a congregationameetingand clergy training for the
assembly. We are once again grateful to Bishop Maurice and Rev. Joan for their
inspiringpresenceandinvaluableassistancaswe work to strengtherthe churchin
theTwin Citiesarea.

Our member Florence Cody experiencedyet another tragedy when her
youngestsonJosephdiedunexpectedlyn April 3. SaintFrancissenta floral bouquet
for thememorialservice.

Our quarterlyvegetariarpotluckwasheldon May 22. With Rev.Curneyout of
town on the Memorial Day weekend,Rev. Lee Dunn conductedour first beautiful
Massof the Presanctifiedandall attendeesaidthey preferredthat to Prime. Judie
hada letterto the editorpublishedn LavenderMagazine,a bi-weekly directedto the
GLBT community. Wearersof the Rainbow Sashesvere deniedcommunionat the
Saint Paul Cathedral, and Judie invited them to attend Saint Francis where
communionis opento all. Finally, we are delighted that Cleric Lil Brenny is
regaining her health and has returnedto Saint Francis after a lengthy illness.
Welcomeback,Lil!
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Missionof the Holy Sophia,Stockholm,WI.

Our biggestnews,of course,
is Bishop Maurice and Rev. Joan
Warnon’svisit overthe weekendof
April 21-25. On Friday, April 22,
LeeDunn,alongwith JudieCilcain,
drove the Warnonsto Stockholm,
Wisconsin,in preparationfor the
consecratiorof Rev. WallaceZick's
beautiful new Church of Saint
Sophia the following morning.
Rev. Richard Curney, his wife
Paula Yankee, and son Casey
Curney arrived on Saturday
morningfor this joyousevent.

Rev. Richardand Mr. Dunn satin choir, and Judie servedas thurifer for the
consecratiomndEucharisthatfollowed. Cleric JodiChristensorand memberdVary
ShoquistandSandyJohnsoralsodroveto Stockholmon Saturdaymorningto join in
the event. SaintFrancisdonateda magnoliaanda few other treesto commemorate
Saint Sophia’sconsecration.Following the ceremoniespur membersparticipatedn
thereceptionthat followed andalsojoinedin a luncheonbeforeheadingbackto the
Twin Cities.

Church of Our Lady, Mother of the World, RockTavern, NY.

All the servicesof the Holy Week have beencelebratedin our Chapel. Of
particularimportancewasthe consecratiorof the Holy Oils destinedto the ministry
of our Congregationsn Belgium, Canada,United Kingdom and United Statesof
America.

Buck Lawrence,who hasservedat the altar for many years,has acceptedto
receivethe sub-diaconateas a preparationfor the Major Orders. Buck becane a
membersof the LCC in the Parishof St. Johnof the Crossin New Orleans. He was
admittedby theRt. Rev.Dr. RobertS.McGinnis,Jr. Whenhe movedto the northeast
with his family, he becamean active memberof our congregatiorand hasregularly
andfaithfully servedat the altar. His ordinationtook place on April 10, 2005, the
secondSundayafter Easter.

ALBANUS Press.

In additionto the newedition of the GeneralConstitutionand Codeof Canons
of the Liberal Catholic Church,reflecting the decisionsof the Meeting of the 2004
GeneraEpiscopalSynod,severahewworkshavebeenaddedto the catalog. For the
moment,the publication of liturgical bookletsfor the congregationshas received
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priority. Thesucces®btainedby the publicationof Bp. Cooper'sTHE CEREMONIES
OF THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC RITE (Blue Book) on CD-rom a few years ago has
encouragedus to continue to publish other works on this media. The major
advantagesf this publication techniqueare its very low cost, its small storage
equirementsandits durability. Are now availablein English: Bp. Leadbeater’sTHE
SCIENCEOF THE SACRAMENT%nd Bp. Wedgwood,THE LARGERMEANING OF
RELIGION. Other classicallLiberal Catholic works are scheduledto appearnext
season.

Congregationsand membersof the LCC may requestthe opening of a
customer account, and obtain a special discount. ALBANUS accepts VISA and
MasterCardsarry othercardscannotbe used. Our publishinghouseis ownedby the
Belgian Province of the LCC since 1988 and the volunteerswho operateit are not
compensated.

Orderscanbe placedat: http://kingsgarden.org/ALBANUS

The Liberal Catholic Church in cyberspace.

ERRATA

The domain namesproviding accessto our internationalLCC web site in
French, published in the last issue containedan error. The correct URL is:
http://EgliseCatholiqueLiberale.or@he.org wasomitted)

With the agreemenof the Liberal Catholic Church International,our web site lists
now the placesof worshipunderits jurisdiction. Thisis aneffort to inform all Liberal
Catholics about the churcheswhere our Liturgy is celebrated,regardlessof the
organizationthey belongto. It is our hopethat this first stepwill be followed by
othersleading to full intercommunionof all the movementswithin the Liberal
CatholicChurch.

---o00o00 0ooo0---
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THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Parish of Saint Francis Parish of Our Lady, Mother of the World
3201PleasantAve South King's Garden
Minneapolis MN 55408 460 Station Road
Rock Tavern, NY 12575
Rector: The Rev.Richard W. Curney Rector: The Rev. Michael Warnon
1-612-823-4276 1-845-496-4344

Mission of the Holy Sophia
PO Box 3
Stockholm, WI 54769
Priest-in-charge: The Rev. Wallace Zick
1-715-442-2519

---o000 0ooo0---

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH
GENERAL INFORMATION

WORLD HEADQUARTERS PRESIDING BISHOP

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH The office of Presiding Bishop
27 Old GloucesterSt is vacantdue to the demise
London WC1N 3XX of the Rt. Rev. Tom Degenaars
UNITED KINGDOM

email: LCC@kinsgsgarden.org email: presiding.bishop@kinsgsgarden.org
LCC PUBLISHING HOUSE REGIONARY BISHOP
ALBANUS The Rt. Rev. Maurice Warnon
“Shanti” “King’s Garden”

Rue de Spontin, 14 460 Station Road
B-5360Natoye-Hamois Rock Tavern, NY 12575
BELGIUM U.S.A.

http://kingsgarden.org/English/ALBANUS  email: Icc.usa@kinsgsgarden.ay

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC WEB SITE

http://TheLiberalCatholicChurch.org/

This issue of NEWS was made possible by the collaboration of:
David S. Cargo, Pat Carlson, Judie A. C. Cilcain, Joan Warnon-Poortman, and Wallace Zick
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